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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. It is unclear 
what Applicant is claiming in regards to the limitations, "an 'exciter* wall," and "a 
'receiver' wall" as claimed. 

2. Claim 3 recites the limitation "said layers of sound-absorbing material" in lines 3- 
4. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
SSderquist (4,317,503) in view of L'Heureux (4,924,969). 

With respect to Claims 1 and 2, Soderquist teaches soundproofing panel 
comprising a first wall (Figure 6, #2) putting into contact with a fluid containing a source 
of noise and a second wall (7) for putting into contact with a fluid in which the noise to 
be attenuated, the panel further comprising at least one intermediate element (5) 
between said walls (2, 7) and the intermediate element (5) comprises over at least a 
portion of its outline at least one element (9) providing coupling between the 
intermediate element (5) and only the second wall (7). Soderquist fails to teach wherein 
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the element provides elastic coupling, and is situated only over the outline of the 
intermediate element or over least a portion said outline. L'Heureux teaches an 
element (Figure 1, #12) providing elastic coupling (Col 4, Lines 3-13), and is situated 
only over a portion of the outline of an intermediate element (10). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
apparatus Soderquist of with the apparatus of L'Heureux to improve performance and 
sound absorption/filtering of the structure. 

With respect to Claim 3, Soderquist teaches the intermediate element is a rigid 
intermediate plate (5) (Col. 1 , Lines 53-56, Col. 4, Lines 5-6). Soderquist fails to teach 
two layers of sound-absorbing material surrounding the intermediate plate, the 
assembly constituted by the intennediate plate and the two layers of sound-absorbing 
material being sandwiched between said two walls. L'Heureux teaches two layers of 
sound-absorbing (Figure 1 , #7, 8) material surrounding an intermediate area (3). When 
used in combination with Soderquist, the assembly is constituted by the intermediate 
plate (Soderquist, Figure 6, #5) and the two layers of sound-absoriiing material 
(L'Heureux, Figure 1, #7, 8) being sandwiched between the two walls (Soderquist, 
Figure 6, #2, 7). ). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine the apparatus SSderquist of with the apparatus of 
L'Heureux to improve performance and sound absorption/filtering of the structure. 

With respect to Claims 4-6, SSderquist teaches flexible elements are a plurality of 
suspension studs (Figure 5, 9) distributed along the periphery of the intennediate sheet 
(5). Soderquist fails to teach the flexible elements are made of a flexible material, 
elastomer material, and where a flexible element is a strip of flexible, elastomer 
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material. L'Heureux teaches a flexible element made of a flexible material, elastomer 
material, and where a flexible element is a strip (Figure 1, #12) of flexible material, 
elastomer material (Col. 4, Lines 3-26). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the apparatus Soderquist of with 
the apparatus of L'Heureux to improve performance and sound absorption/filtering of 
the structure. 

With respect to Claims 7-9, Soderquist teaches a rigid frame with an inner 
opening secured to a second wall and an intermediate element attached to a support 
element. Sdderquist fails to teach wherein at least one flexible element is arranged 
between the frame and the intermediate element. L'Heureux teaches a flexible element 
(Figure 1 , #12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine the apparatus Soderquist of with the apparatus of L'Heureux 
to improve perfomiance and sound absorption/filtering of the structure. Further, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to move the flexible element(s) from between the intemnediate element and second wall 
to between the intermediate element and the rigid frame, since it has been held that 
rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 
USPQ 70. 

With respect to Claims 10 and 1 1, SQderquist teaches a rigid frame (Figure 6, 
#10) secured to the intermediate sheet (5), and wherein one said support element (9) is 
fixed between the frame (10) and the second wall (7). SSderquist fails to teach wherein 
at least one support element is a flexible wall made up of one or more segments. 
L'Heureux teaches at least one support element is a flexible wall (Figure 1 , #12) made 
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up of one or more segments. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the apparatus Soderquist of with the 
apparatus of L'Heureux to improve performance and sound absorption/filtering of the 
structure. 

With respect to Claims 12-14 and 16, Soderquist teaches the rigid frame (Figure 
6, #10) is a cellular array of the honeycomb type presenting an array of cells, in 
particular hexagonal cells, sandwiched between two rigid plates (2, 7), and the rigid 
frame (10) defines a plurality of internal cavities or openings which are filled at least in 
part with soundproofing material (Col. 2, Lines 1 1-26), and the panel (Figure 6) includes 
an Intermediate element (5) covering at least the outer outline of the rigid frame (10). 

With respect to Claim 15, Sfiderquist tis relied upon for the reasons and 
disclosures set forth above. Soderquist fails to teach wherein the panel comprises a 
plurality of intemiediate elements, each covering one or more openings of the rigid 
frame. L'Heureux teaches a panel (Figure 1, #1) comprises a plurality of intermediate 
elements (9, 10), each covering one or more openings of the rigid frame taught by 
Soderquist (Figure 6, #10) when used in combination. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Invention to combine the apparatus 
Soderquist of with the apparatus of L'Heureux to improve performance and sound 
absorption/filtering of the structure. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pertinent arts of record relating to soundproofing panels are 
disclosed in the PTO-892. 
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Any inquiry concerning tfiis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner sliould be directed to Jeremy Lul^s wliose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2707. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30-6:00, and 
alternating Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on (571) 272-1988. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jeremy Luks 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 



